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SUBJECT: BERLINGSKE TIDENDE CONFLICT IN 13TH WEEK; SUPERVISOR'S 
PUBLICATION OF THE PAPER PROVOKES VIOLENCE ON PICKET 
LINES 

REF: COPENHAGEN 1806 

SUMMARY: BERLINGSKE TIDENDE’S MANAGEMENT HAS DECIDED TO 
PUBLISH AN ABRIDGED EDITION WITH SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL. 

THIS HAS LED TO CLASHES BBTWFF.NPTCKF.TS AND POLICE. 

MEANWHILE, OTHER NEWSPAPERS HAVE REACHED TEMPORARY AGREE- 
MENTS WITH TECHNICAL PERSONNEL WHICH PERMIT THE PAPERS 
TO RESUME PUBLICATION. THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD NEWSMEN 
APRIL 26 THAT ILLEGAL PHYSICAL BLOCKADES OF THE BERLINGSKE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE COULD NOT BE PERMITTED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOLLOWING FRUITLESS NEGOTIATIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE DISMISSED TECHNICAL PERSONNEL (SEE REFTEL), THE 
MANAGEMENT OF BERLINGSKE TIDENDE, DENMARK'S MOST PRE- 
TIGIOUS DAILY, THIS WEEK DECIDED TO PUBLISH AN ABRIDGED 
EDITION OF THE PAPER USING SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL. 

PAPERS WERE PUBLISHED APRIL 25 AND 26 RESULTING IN 
VIOLENT CLASHES BETWEEN PICKETING TYPOGRAPHER AND 
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THEIR ALLIES ON ONE SIDE AND DRIVERS IN DISTRIBUTION 
VEHICLES AND THE POLICE ON THE OTHER. IT IS ESTIMATED 
THAT BETWEEN 2500 AND 3000 DEMONSTRATORS HAVE CROWDED 
THE NARROW STREETS NEAR THE BERLINGSKE HUS SINCE 
MONDAY INTENT ON PREVENTING DISTRIBUTION OF THE PAPER. 

THERE HAVE BEEN FEW ARRESTS THUS FAR, BUT SEVEN OR 
EIGHT PEOPLE INCLUDING ONE POLICEMAN WITH A CUT ARTERY 
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AND ANOTHER WITH A CONCUSSION HAVE BEEN INJURED SUF- 
FICIENTLY TO REQUIRE HOSPITAL ATTENTION. THE DEMON- 
STRATIONS WERE DESCRIBED BY A POLICE OFFICIAL AS THE 
WORST IN DANISH EXPERIENCE SINCE THE "WORLD BANK 
RIOTS" IN 1968. LAST NIGHT AND EARLY THIS MORNING, 

HOWEVER, THE DEMONSTRATORS PROTESTED IN A NON-VIOLENT 
WAY. UNDER POLICE PROTECTION, DISTRIBUTION VEHICLES 
CARRYING THE BERLINGSKE NEWSPAPER LEFT THE PUBLISHING 
HOUSE AROUND 7 A.M. 

2. SYMPATHY STRIKES AT OTHER NEWSPAPERS AROUND 

THE COUNTRY ENDED APRIL 25 AND MOST RESUMED PUBLICA- 
TION AFTER MORE THAN THREE WEEKS OF IDLENESS. PUB- 
LISHERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TYPOGRAPHERS AND 
LITHOGRAPHERS SIGNED COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS GRANTING 
SMALL INCREASES FOR OVERTIME AND SHIFT WORK. BUT THE 
QUESTION OF RATIONALIZATION WAS PUT OFF BY AN AGREE- 
MENT TO HAVE ALL CONCERNED, INCLUDING IOURNALISTS 
AND SECRETARIAL PERSONNEL, JOIN IN DISCUSSIONS ON 
FURTHER TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS. ACTUALLY, COLLECTIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS OVER THE SPECIAL CONDITIONS IN THE PUB- 
LISHING FIELD HAD BROKEN DOWN COMPLETELY IN MARCH. 
ALTHOUGH THE SUBSEQUENT WALKOUTS WERE CHARACTERIZED 
AS BEING IN SYMPATHY WITH THE DISMISSED WORKERS OF 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE, THEY WERE ALSO IN PROTEST AGAINST 
THE FAILURE TO COME TO AGREEMENT IN THE SPECIAL NEGO- 
TIATIONS. THESE AGREEMENTS WERE SIGNED APRIL 25 AND 
HAVE ESTABLISHED PEACE BETWEEN THE PARTIES (EXCEPT 
FOR BERLINGSKE TIDENDE), WHILE DISCUSSIONS REGARDING 
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THE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS RELATED TO TECHNICAL INNOVA- 
TION ARE BEING DISCUSSED. THIS "PERIOD OF PEACE" 

EXPIRES OCTOBER 1. 

3. QUERIED BY REPORTERS THE AFTERNOON OF APRIL 26. 

PRIME MINISTER JORGENSEN SAID THAT ILLEGAL PHYSICAL 
BLOCKADES COULD NOT BE TOLERATED AND THAT THE POLICE 
ENJOYED THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT IN PERFORMING 
THEIR DUTIES, NAMELY, INSURING PEACEFUL PASSAGE IN 
AND OUT OF THE BERLINGSKE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 

4. COMMENT: DANISH TELEVISION RECENTLY CARRIED 
DETAILED REPORT ON THE NEW COMPUTERIZED METHODS WHICH 
CAN BE USED TO PRODUCE NEWSPAPERS. THE PROGRAM LEFT 
MANY DANES WITH THE IMPRESSION THAT TYPOGRAPHERS ARE 
NOT REALLY NECESSARY ANY MORE. PUBLICATION OF 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE BY MANAGEMENT ALONE IS REINFORCING 
THIS VIEW. THE TYPOGRAPHERS, WHOSE UNION HAS LONG 
BEEN SUBJECT TO THE INFLUENCE OF A STRONG COMMUNIST 
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MINORITY AND WHO EARN FAR MORE THAN THE AVERAGE DANISH 
WORKER, ARE BELIEVED IN ANY CASE TO HAVE LOST THE 
SYMPATHY OF THE POPULACE. 

5. BERLINGSKE TIDENDE IS ESTIMATED TO HAVE LOST 
REVENUE AMOUTING TO BETWEEN 150 AND 175 MILLION 
KRONER (DKR. 5.98 EQUALS $1.00) AS A RESULT OF THE STRIKE. 
MOST OBSERVERS THOUGHT THAT THE PUBLISHERS, NEVERTHE- 
LESS, WOULD NOT RISK PUBLICATION OF THE PAPER WITH 
SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL BECAUSE THIS WAS SURE TO PRO- 
VOKE BOYCOTT ACTION BY TRUCKERS, FERRY SAILORS AND 
OTHER UNIONIZED WORKERS IN BRANCHES RELATED TO THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE PAPER. BUT. FOLLOWING ON THE 
AGREEMENTS REACHED BY THE OTHER PAPERS, BERLINGSKE'S 
MANAGEMENT NOW APPARENTLY FEELS THE TIME HAS COME 
TO INCREASE THE PRESSURE ON THE TYPOGRAPHERS. AND 
ASSURED THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT, TO THE DEGREE 
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EXPRESSED IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S WORDS, THE PAPERS 
MANAGEMENT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE THIS TACTIC. 

DEAN 
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NNN 
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